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the National Welfare to Work partnership. 
United alone has hired nearly 2,000 people 
from the welfare rolls to work in productive 
jobs, and he inspired thousands of other com-
panies to do the same. Mr. Greenwald has ex-
panded the United Foundation to support 
more than 300 charitable organizations and 
programs around the world, focusing on edu-
cation, health and community partnerships. 
And he has personally been involved in these 
initiatives rather than just leading them; that is 
an important distinction in today’s world. 

Throughout his time with United, Mr. 
Greenwald has been a consistently accessible 
and responsive partner to those of us in Con-
gress concerned with aviation issues. We 
have worked together with Mr. Greenwald to 
tackle complicated issues that affect the inter-
ests of the entire nation: airline competitive-
ness, access for US carriers to global aviation 
markets, air traffic control reform, taxes, and 
yes, even customer service. Although we have 
not always agreed, we have always commu-
nicated. 

So as Jerry Greenwald pulls ‘‘wheels up’’ 
and flies off to a fresh attempt at retirement, 
I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing him 
well. 
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ING AT SOUTH MILWAUKEE HIGH 
SCHOOL
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Tuesday, July 20, 1999 

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sharon Awe, South Milwaukee High 
School’s (SMHS) Director of Bands, who is re-
tiring after 341⁄2 years of dedicated service to 
her students and to the community. 

Ms. Awe has shared her love for music with 
thousands of students during her career at 
SMHS. She inspired some to make music 
their careers, but her gift to all her students 
was a solid foundation of a lifetime apprecia-
tion for music and the arts. 

In more than 34 years of teaching, Sharon 
has been the driving force behind the South 
Milwaukee Rocket Band, and she will be sore-
ly missed. And her dedication to her students 
and the music program did not end at the fin-
ish of each school term. Fro the past 25 sum-
mers, Sharon Awe and her band have partici-
pated in countless parades and competitions 
throughout the United States. South Mil-
waukee High School has a band room stuffed 
with awards and trophies, and has received a 
myriad of honors. Sharon and her students 
have proudly represented the State of Wis-
consin at events such as Disney Music Days, 
the 1989 Gator Bowl, and even the 1996 Inde-
pendence Day Celebration in Washington, 
D.C. 

But what Ms. Awe gave her students was 
much more important than a room full of tro-
phies. She instilled in them a sense of accom-
plishment, discipline, and pride, and afforded 
them the opportunity for new experiences, ca-
maraderie and memories they will treasure for 
a lifetime. 

And so it is with mixed emotions that I ex-
tend my congratulations to Ms. Awe on her 
well deserved retirement. The Rocket Band 
won’t quite be the same without her striding 
proudly alongside it on the parade route. But 
I thank her for the enormous impact she has 
made on the lives of so many young people, 
and I wish her the very best for a happy and 
fulfilling retirement. 
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
great deal of pleasure that I rise today to pay 
special tribute to a truly outstanding individual 
from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District. This 
Saturday evening, July 24, 1999, members of 
the Van Wert, Ohio community will gather to 
recognize the efforts of Merle F. Brady. 

Merle Brady was born in Illinois in 1919, but 
has lived in Van Wert for more than fifty years. 
During those years, Merle Brady has been a 
true asset to the community and a friend and 
neighbor to all those who know him. A suc-
cessful business man, Merle owned his own 
retail clothing store for many years, while op-
erating a successful real estate business. For 
many years, he was Chairman of the Board of 
the Van Wert National Bank, and still serves 
as Director Emeritus. 

A true American hero, Merle served bravely 
in the United States military in World War II 
where he received the American Theater Rib-
bon, the Good Conduct Medal, and the WWII 
Victory Medal. He is a life member of the 
American Legion, and has served as Post 
Commander, District Commander, Ohio State 
Commander, and National American Legion 
Executive Committeeman. Merle is still active 
in his American Legion Post. 

Mr. Speaker, Merle Brady’s service to the 
Van Wert community is endless. He was elect-
ed to the Van Wert City Council, and served 
two terms as Council President. Merle has 
been an active member of the Van Wert 
Chamber of Commerce, Lions Club, Masonic 
Lodge, Elks, and the Trinity United Methodist 
Church. Merle has also given freely of his time 
and energy to the Van Wert Y.M.C.A. and As-
sociated Charities Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is often said that America 
prospers due to the outstanding deeds of her 
citizens. Without question, Merle F. Brady epit-
omizes that saying. Mr. Speaker, I would urge 
my colleagues to stand and join me in paying 
special tribute to Merle F. Brady. Thank you 
for your unwavering contributions to the Van 
Wert area, and best wishes for the future. 
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, July 20th 
marks the 30th anniversary of Apollo 11’s 
landing on the moon. This historic achieve-
ment was born of the Cold War rivalry be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Union. 
President Kennedy saw the moon race as a 
means of demonstrating American techno-
logical superiority at a time when the Soviets 
were garnering all of the ‘‘firsts’’ in space ex-
ploration. It was a bold initiative that required 
the skills and teamwork of tens of thousands 
of people if it was to succeed. It is to their ev-
erlasting credit that the Apollo program suc-
ceeded beyond all expectations. 

Astronauts Neil Armstrong, ‘‘Buzz’’ Aldrin, 
and Michael Collins were the emissaries of all 
of those hardworking Americans when they 
set off for the moon three decades ago. Yet 
when Neil Armstrong stepped foot on the 
Moon for the first time, he represented more 
than just America—he represented all of hu-
manity. His footsteps marked the realization of 
a dream that had captivated the minds of 
countless generations through the ages. 

In addition, Apollo was an undertaking that 
stimulated advances in science and tech-
nology. It inspired a generation of students to 
pursue education in math and science. And 
the images that the Apollo astronauts took of 
the bluish-white Earth floating in the black void 
of space profoundly changed our perspective 
on global concerns such as the environment. 

Of course, the Apollo program was a unique 
undertaking that cannot be replicated. Indeed, 
the Cold War that spawned Apollo is over, and 
we now are cooperating rather than competing 
in space exploration with our former adver-
saries. Moreover, many of our space activities 
are now focused on directly benefiting our citi-
zens here on Earth—whether through mete-
orological satellites, communications satellites, 
navigation satellites, and so forth. 

Yet I am confident that one day we will re-
turn to the moon, as well as venture to other 
parts of our solar system. When we do, we 
will be in the debt of all those who blazed the 
trail for us thirty years ago with the Apollo pro-
gram. 

f 

NIH OFFICE OF AUTOIMMUNE 
DISEASES ACT OF 1999 
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
join with Congresswoman MORELLA in intro-
ducing the ‘‘NIH Office of Autoimmune Dis-
eases Act of 1999.’’ This legislation is in-
tended to enhance the Federal government’s 
research on autoimmune diseases and dis-
orders. Most importantly, the Act highlights the 
urgency of treating autoimmune diseases as a 
priority women’s health issue. 
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